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			Reaction to Fr. Quilatan’s Talk on Province of St. Ezekiel Moreno History

			 

			Fr. René Paglinawan, OAR

			 

				

			I congratulate Fr. Emil for the talk just delivered. Thanks also to the organisers for correctly deciding that a celebration of this sort should feature a portion of history. Likewise, I am grateful for the invitation to react to the talk. 

			The conference gives us a solid timeline, which is Fr. Emil’s forte, of the OAR and the province. It is important basic knowledge of the Province within the history of the OAR. Obviously, Saint Ezekiel Province could not have existed without the mother province, nevertheless, I think the talk has spent a bit too much time on the history of Saint Nicholas and not enough time on the last twenty years of the new Province, Saint Ezekiel. Unfortunately, the timeline stops on the eve of the creation of the new Province. I have no problems with what has been said; however, I have a thing or two with what has not been said. 

			I understand that one of the biggest obstacles Fr. Quilatan had to face when invited to talk about the history of the Province of St. Ezekiel  was the short notice. Furthermore, strictly speaking, an appropriate and broader length of time has to pass before an objective history of an institution could be written. Twenty years is not that appropriate length of time. In the meantime, historians or students of history can only collect notes, data, information, timelines, evaluations, etc. in view of writing a more comprehensive history. It is with this in mind that I make these comments and suggestions as a little contribution

			Two of the biggest elements I missed from the talk are the Provincial chapters and the development of the theologate (RFC). 

			- There have been seven PCs: 1999.2003.2006.2009.2012.2015.2018. The preparation for any Provincial chapter necessarily reveals the status of the Province thru the Report of the Prior Provincial (statistics and evaluations of various aspects of the life of the province). I would have loved to see the said Prior Provincial’s Reports reflected in Fr. Emil’s talk. In its celebration phase, the chapter, acting on the information presented and the discussion taking place, determines the priority goals and objectives of the incoming triennium (or quadrennium, as is presently our case). Of course, the real history of an organism is much more complex than the legislation it has set for itself, but the context of that legislation gives an important insight into the realities of the organism. 

			- Regarding Miranila:  I would hope that a proper history of RFC and RST is being prepared; it would not come as a surprise if it is not yet ready as of today.  But it is one of the most significant developments in the province, and so it cannot be absent from its written history. I remember being asked by then dean of RST Fr. George Peligro, of a timeline of the first years of our theologate. 

			So that I would not be merely pointing out a lack, but actually helping a bit to fill that gap, let me share a small sampling from the three provincial chapters I have had the honour of attending. 	

				The fourth PC (2009) showed concern and support of our missionaries, whether in Sierra Leone, Taiwan or in Puerto Princesa and Taytay, adding that doing so is one way of honouring our patron, Saint Ezekiel (Message). In the apostolate of education, the need was felt to strengthen our common vision as educators, to be more transparent to our constituents, and to involve our lay partners more. In our formation apostolate, the chapter called to a return to a more communitarian approach “approximating the original community that Augustine built but in the spirit of our time, making use of auxiliary sciences, the benefits of expertise in the fields of human development, and the wisdom of the asentados”. Even as it happily noted the growth in the province manifested in the maturity and serenity of the capitular discussions, the chapter went on to invite all the friars “to heed the call for renewal, to […] build on and continue the labors of our forefathers, the missionaries who arrived in the Philippines more than 400 years ago” (Message)

			The fifth PC (2012) identified the key areas needing attention and action, namely: revitalisation, charismatic identity, evangelising mission, community prayer, witness to poverty and community of goods. It consequently set forth its priority goal in this fashion: To revitalize the Province of St. Ezekiel Moreno in accordance with our charismatic identity, in order to better accomplish our evangelizing mission, by reorganizing our life of prayer in the community, our personal and collective witnessing to evangelical poverty, and our care of the things held in common.

			The latest, or seventh PC (2018), identified two key concerns: that of our friars being creators of communion and that of witnessing to Gospel values as Recollects. Thus the Priority Objective for the current quadrennium, as mentioned by Rev. Yong earlier, is worded: 

			Placing all our trust in God’s Mercy, we, the Augustinian Recollects of the Province of St. Ezekiel Moreno, desire to be creators of communion and witnesses to Gospel values through our consecrated life and service to humanity.

			A more comprehensive history of our Province would include not only the direction and priorities decided on by the provincial chapters, but also the  implementation of what used to be called the chapters’ Acts or Ordinances, now happily called Life and Mission Project of the Province. 

			As to other notes of the myriad others that should find place in our written history: 

			I will leave to Prof. Romanillos, being a primary witness himself, to giving his own version regarding the Filipinization efforts leading to the 1976 Provincial Chapter.

			I would have loved to hear mentioned the survey conducted by then Prior Provincial of San Nicolas Miguel Miro in early 1998 in fulfilment of a mandate by the Generalate, and his report to the whole Province of the survey results in July of that same year. That would have presented a more complete status of the vicariate on the eve of its becoming a province.

			Fr Bunao thrilled us last night with his remembering the historic 1998 general chapter that created our province and the five proposals put forth in the capitular hall by then prior general Javier Pipaon in its regard, namely: the creation of the province, its territorial jurisdiction, its name as st Ezekiel Moreno, the provision of finances and properties, the membership of the province. He summed up: in 1992, it was premature for the province to have been born, regardless of many quarters urging it; but 1998 was the perfect time. And by the way, I was waiting in vain for Fr. Bunao to elaborate a bit more why the province is called Saint Ezekiel and not Saint Nicholas, as was our original and historic name. 

			Fr. Provincial, Fr. Conde and Fr. Decena mentioned yesterday many elements that could or should be included in the history of the Province. Fr. Selma at yesterday’s homily recalled the emotion with which Recollect Bishop Anibal Saldana of Bocas del Toro in Panama appealed for help in his mission and challenged us, with our foremost historian Fr. Martinez Cuesta reminding us of the spirit of the Forma de Vivir of the first Recollects, to not give in to the temptation of being comfortable in our nests. Fr. Walthrode, still strong after these years of service to the Church through the Recollect community, joyfully noted, among other things, the increase of our friars. Paraphrasing Spiderman, he was practically saying that with great number of members comes greater number of ministries. Fr. Hubert reminded us of the fidelity to our charism and spirituality as essential element of our progress as a province.  

			Other developments or concerns that I would have wanted mentioned and commented on in today’s talk would be:

			- I would have loved to: hear the reason of the transfer after WWII of the seat of the Province of Saint Nicholas from Manila to Spain.

			- The 55th General Chapter’s merging of the former 8 provinces of the Order into only four, with the surprising (at least for me) twist that two provinces were formed from two pairs (Saint Nicholas with Saint Augustine, Candelaria with Consolation) and one from three provinces (Saint Thomas, Saint Rita and Saint Joseph) and the Province of Saint Ezekiel all alone (or left alone?) by itself. 	

			- I would have loved to hear the biggest challenges facing the province today, but I guess that is not the job of the historian; moreover, this afternoon’s sessions wherein each secretariat and commission will present their plans, projects and goals for the quadrennium promise to do just that.  

			 

				Again, congrats to the speaker and the organisers.  A joyful greeting to all the members of the OAR family gathered here: friars, sisters, lay fraternity members, friends.  Thank you. 

			 

			 

			 

			 

			 

			 

			 

		

		
			The Underside of the History of Saint Ezekiel Moreno Province during its Filipinization Phase

			 

			Emmanuel Luis A. Romanillos

			 

			 

			The gift of provincehood—that we who are gathered here today all cherish and commemorate—was not handed to the Filipino Augustinian Recollects in the Philippines and in other countries on a silver platter. The Province of Saint Ezekiel Moreno was the joyous end-product of various factors, a happy confluence of many events—some enlightened, well-crafted, planned, and providential, others clandestine, internecine and James-Bond-like.  

			The process was protracted but steady, characterized by decades-long growth, gradual development, concerted efforts, unified goals and progress that finally attained its goal—autonomy, independence and provincehood. Along the way, it was a process wracked at times with delays or retrogressions, human conflicts and clashes of nationalities. The road to the path of success was carefully paved and at last victory, i.e., provincehood, was attained. Yes, provincehood had many mothers indeed.   

			Like all human enterprises, the path to provincehood was an endeavor that was understandably fraught with human frailties and fraternal misunderstandings. Some called them uncharitable “back-stabbings,” “betrayals” or “ungrateful” acts. But the love and affection for God and for the total wellbeing of His Church prevailed over human frailties in the end. The underlying affection for the Augustinian Recollect Order prevailed over all human imperfections.  

			The oral history and chronicles as well as the accounts of eyewitnesses and protagonists themselves constitute, undoubtedly, a wellspring of firsthand sources for a later documented and written history. Personal interviews were conducted with protagonists and witnesses living at that time.  Otherwise their unwritten, albeit rich and authentic accounts of experiences and witnessing, could have been swept off under the rug, lost to posterity forever and handed over to oblivion. 

			The rich but unwritten sources may either corroborate or contradict official written records, especially “sanitized” history. And since it is official, it is found in public records and documentation. That official history may unfortunately last forever, unless another “official history” by an official historian is redacted to modify it. 

			 

			Preparations for formation houses  

			To promote local vocations, the Provincial Chapter of 1934 of Saint Nicholas Province recommended the establishment of formation houses in the Philippines, Venezuela and England. Three Filipinos [Salvador Calsado, Arturo Calsado, Honorato Laxamana] started as postulants in Intramuros in1940 and studied philosophy in San Nicolas Convent. They started their novitiate in 1941 under Fr. Felix Martínez as novice master. Only Fr. Salvador Calsado of San Fernando, Romblon, went on to profess the vows, finish theology in UST in 1945 and, on 29 June of that year, he received his presbyteral ordination.   

			The formal preparations started with a plan to put up a colegio apostólico (minor seminary) to train young Filipinos for the future management of the “new” apostolate, i.e., formal schools. Vicar Provincial Fr. Leoncio Sierra in a letter dated 22 July1947 to the Santo Tomas de Villanueva Institute Rector Fr. Gregorio Espiga. The canonical establishment of the minor seminary at San Carlos, Negros Occidental, became a reality on 8 May 1948.

			The seminarians finished high school at Colegio de Santo Tomas-Recoletos. They were then sent to San Jose Seminary in Quezon City for their philosophy. High school graduates even spent a year at CST-R before going to San Jose Seminary. Vocations to the religious brotherhood were accepted at Santo Tomas before proceeding directly to Monteagudo in Navarra, Spain for their novitiate. Such was the case of Br. Joaquin Jamelo and Br. Rolando Pineda.  

			In 1963, two newly ordained Filipinos were sent to Rome obtain their philosophy licentiates from the Pontifical Gregorian University in preparation for the Baguio seminary. Fr. Felipe Maraya and Fr. Benedicto Jayoma were to join the first formation team of Seminario Mayor-Recoletos, now Casiciaco Recoletos Seminary. The seminary was canonically erected on 4 June 1965. Seminarians from the Diaspora—Santo Tomas in San Carlos City, San Jose in Quezon City and even San Carlos Seminary in Cebu City—had arrived at this new “house of philosophical studies” which was built in 1953 as a vacation and retreat house.  

			Since time immemorial, the novitiate had always been in Manila: since the 17th century San Nicolas Convent in Intramuros, then San Sebastian Convent in Quiapo. The Marian convent of Monteagudo, Navarra, was the novitiate for Filipinos in 1956. In 1970, Baguio was the novitiate with Fr. Crisostomo Garnica as novice master and Cornelio Moral, Regino Bangcaya, Euben Clemente Capacillo, Hector Songcayauon, Doroteo Ocheda and Rene Villarosa were his first novices.  

			San Nicolas Convent in the Walled City had always been the theology house since the 17th century. Augustinian friars, Spanish peninsulares, insulares and creole Filipinos who joined the Congregation of the Augustinian Recollects in the Philippines studied in the now-defunct San Nicolas Convent. Young missionaries from Spain customarily finished their last year of theological formation in Intramuros. These professed friars were later ordained in Manila, Iloilo City or Cebu City. 

			During the catastrophic Liberation of Manila in 1945, San Nicolas Convent was destroyed and thereafter demolished. Unheralded preparations for a theology seminary commenced in the 1960s. In 1966, a newly ordained Filipino Fr. Casiano Cosmilla was sent to the University of Santo Tomas to study Canon Law. He finished only a semester and then traveled to Palawan to work in the next 19 years as a missionary in Puerto Princesa.  In the following year Fr. Emeterio Buñao likewise took up Canon Law in UST. 

			In 1969, Fr. Pastor Paloma took up Sacred Scriptures at the Pontificio Istituto Biblico in Rome where he obtained his licentiate. Fr. Cornelio Moral studied Moral Theology at the Alphonsianum, Lateran University, in 1975. A year after this writer took up Church History at the Gregorian University and finished it in 1978. Fr. Rene Paglinawan finished his Church History licentiate in 1984.  On 5 December 1985, Recoletos Formation Center in Mira-Nila Homes was blest by Bishop Espiga. 

			 

			The Filipinization phase (1957)

			On 3 December 1957, five religious priests (Lim, Vargas, Obvial, Garin, Manaligod), and the lone Filipino Recollect Fr. Salvador Calsado, a conventual in San Sebastian Convent,  wrote a memorial to Pope Pius XII  on the Filipino priests’ right to self-government and self-determination in the Philippine Church. Thereafter Fr. Calsado was ostracized strongly and condemned by Spanish Recollect confreres. Fr. Calsado eventually stopped meeting with the five priests. He was assigned to UNO-R in 1963 and sent back to San Sebastian College later. In the mid1960s, he moved to the USA. He left the Order and was laicized eventually by the Holy See. 

			 

			The Recollect Filipinization phase in 1975-1979

			The interesting Manila events of 1975 and those of the Provincial Chapter of 1976 in Marcilla are published for posterity in the Master of Arts in Theology thesis of Fray Hector Gonzalez titled The Filipinization of the Order of Augustinian Recollects in the Philippines. It was presented to the Faculty of the Recoletos School of Theology in 2014. The Quaerens. Journal of Theology and Pastoral Life printed substantial excerpts of his masteral thesis on pages 1-76 of its April 2015 issue, volume 9, number 2.  

			Father Hector’s thesis was based mostly upon personal interviews of living leading protagonists of those years such as Fr. Emeterio Buñao, Fr. Walthrode Conde, Fr. Regino Bangcaya who chronicled those historic years.  Fr. Lauro Larlar, Fr. Pedro Escanillas, Fr. Huberto Dustan Decena and a few more pitched in more information. Official records published in the Boletín Oficial de la Provincia de San Nicolás de Tolentino and several internet sources of presidential decrees and naturalization of foreigners were thoroughly consulted and cited.

			Months before the 1979 Provincial Chapter, Fr. José Antonio Calvo, then provincial councilor in Madrid, arrived in Manila to monitor Filipino activities prior to the forthcoming triennial event in Marcilla. A rare copy of Reunión especial allegedly held at the Office of the President conference hall, San Sebastian College, which was redacted and signed by Fr. Calvo, stemmed from his pre-capitular visit. 

			The Reunión especial was deemed fabricated and spurious because friars mentioned in the minutes among those present at the special meeting, like Fr. Buñao, Fr. Huberto Dunstan Decena, Fr. Lauro Larlar and Fr. German Chicote, categorically denied their presence, i.e., that the meeting never took place at all. Yet its contents were relevant and informative and they were put to good use in the thesis. The sentiments of both Filipino and Spanish friars at that time were faithfully reflected in that document.  

			Father Hector’s excerpted article ended with The Road to the Establishment of the New Recollect Province (1992-1998), which is very relevant to our 20th anniversary celebration. 

			 

			Why Saint Ezekiel Moreno for the new Province?

			The concerted plans were undertaken by the Vicariate of the Philippines and China headed by Fr. Victor Lluch. They were aimed to intensely promote knowledge of the pastoral ministry and to disseminate devotion to the future Saint Ezekiel Moreno in the Philippines. They started long before his canonization at Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in October 1992. The initial publication of the popular comics was undertaken by Fr. Lauro Larlar, chair of the Committee of Print Media and Publication. 

			Fr. Larlar, then President of San Sebastian College-Recoletos de Manila, urged this writer to pen the biography of Saint Ezekiel. A 24-page booklet on the Saint’s biography and his triennium in Las Piñas parish was initially published and launched at Saint Rita College, Manila in October 1992. On 11 October, highly informative full-page ads came out in the major broadsheets in Metro Manila.  

			Vicar Provincial Fr. Lluch personally exhorted me to continue my research on Saint Ezekiel who spent his pastoral ministry in 1870-1885.  Furthermore, Fr. Lluch told me of his plan to make him the patron saint of the future Philippines province. Fr. German Chicote, secretariat of pastoral ministry president and procurator provincial, funded my research. Three thousand copies of Bishop Ezekiel Moreno, Augustinian Recollect Saint Among Filipinos were printed and the biography was launched in February 1993 at Bulwagang Recoletos in Quezon City.   

			 

			Conclusion

			To wind up: The prophetic words of Prior General Javier Pipaón in the First Vicarial Congress convened at Casiciaco Recoletos in April 1994, which I had the good fortune of attending, presently come to my mind. Fr. Pipaón, who was prior provincial in 1973-1976 triennium, disclosed to all the delegates his keen observation expressed in the following manner: “I am indeed happy to observe that you Filipinos are now capable of conducting these proceedings like in a provincial chapter.”
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